
We recognize that many animals herein may not be native to North America, also known as Turtle
Island and therefore would not have a direct historic translation to Northern Michif or 
Cree. In those cases we have used descriptions and associations to similar animals. While 
many of our descriptions are based on physical and visual traits, we recognize that native Michif
and/or Cree speakers would have likely described many of these animals more naturally with
verbs (action words) as these languages are very action oriented rather than nouns describing our
animal relations as static beings. This is an intrinsic quality of the Cree and Michif 
worldviews and used where possible. 

 
pronounce words) 

 
- Northern Michif Name or Description 

Word 1 in Michif (phonetic) english word
Word 2 in Michif (phonetic) english word 

 - Northern Michif Name or Description (phonetic sounds to help 
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This information was generously provided by volunteers for the Fraser Valley Métis Association.
We have researched this information and cross referenced it with various sources and 
knowledge keepers to provide the most accurate information we can. 

We have compiled a list of animal names that may be present at the Greater Vancouver Zoo
and translated them, to the best of our ability, to Northern Michif which has a foundation in the
Plains Cree language (Nēhiyawēwin). Please note that the creators of this document are not
native Michif or Cree speakers and although care has been taken in regards to grammar and
accuracy, mistakes are possible. 

We hope that you will find this information helpful and informative. Happy Adventuring! 
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Mostos (mohs-tohs) 

Sâkow-mostos (suh-kow mohs-tohs) 

- paskwâw-mostos kâ-wâpistikwânê-wîyistanêt
Paskwâw (Pus-kwow) 
Mostos (mohs-tohs) 
Ka- (kah) 
Wâpistikâwê (waw-piss-tih-gwan-ay) 
Wîyistanêt (wee-yiss-tun-ayt) 

- misi-amisk 
Misi (mih-see) giant
Amisk (uh-misk) beaver 

 - apistâcîkos (a-piss-ta-see-cus) Antelope 

- miskinâhk (miss-kin-ahk) Turtle 

- l'alpaga (lal-pah-gah) Alpaca, (french adaptation) 

- wâskîsô / wawaskesiw (wa-skee-soh) Elk 

- le flamant or piyêsis (pee-yay-sees) 

- apisci-mistatim, 
Apisci (up-is-chee) little. (prenoun) 
Misatim (miss-uh-tim) horse, (literally translates to big dog) 

- mostos kâ-misi-êskanêt 
Mostos (mohs-tohs) bison 
Kâ-misi-êskanêt (kuh-mih-see-ayss-kun-ayt) the one who has large 

- mâyatihkwak (my-yuh-tih-kwuk) 
mâyatihk (my-yuh-tih) - singular 

 
If the animal is native to Turtle Island the word will be underlined. 
Some words have a ‘-’ and are fragmented words that are building blocks of other words. They
may not make sense as standalone words until their forms are changed. See end notes on
grammar. 

 - 

or 

 

Animal Names in Michif 

Bison

Capybara

Ankole Cow

Big HornSheep
 

Blue Wildebeest

Addax

African Spurred Tortoise

Alpaca

American Elk

American Flamingo

American Miniature Horse

Prairie
Bison

The one who has..
grey faded,slate blue 

beard or facial hair

Prairie/ plains cow

BushCoworForest Bison 

Flamingo in French or Bird in Cree

horns/bones 

Wild sheep with big horns -plural 
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 - paskwâw kâ-masinâsot-pisyw 
Paskwâw (pus-kwow)
Kâ-masinâsot ("muh-sin-ay-soo) 
Pisyw (pih-seo) 

kâ-misi-wâwiyê-âskunet-atihk 
Kâ-misi (kah-mih-see) He/she is large,
wâwiyê-âskunet (wah-wee-yay ahs-koon-ay)
atihk (uh-tihk) Caribou/ Antelope 

- misi-pisyw 
Misi (mih-see) big/large
Pisyw (pih-seo) wildcat 

- 
Aen aan (eh-aan) 

or 
Sôsôwatim (soh-soh-wah-tim)

- kôhkôs (kooh-koos) 

- misi-piyêsis 
Misi (mih-see) big/large
Piyêsis (pee-yay-sees) bird 

- kinwâpêkikwayâw (Kin-wah-pay-gih-gweh-yeo) 

- mahihkan (muh-hee-kun) 

- okimâw-maskwa 
Okimâw (ooh-gih-mow) chief/boss/king
Maskwa (mus-kwuh) bear 

- 
nipiy-kôhkôs 

Nipiy (nih-pee) water
Kôhkôs (kooh-koos) pig 

or 
Sipiw-mistatim 

sîpî (see-pea) river 
Mistatim (miss-tuh-tim) horse 

- kâ-kaskitêwisit misi-pisyw 
Kâ-kaskitêwâw (kah-kas-kih-tay-wih-sit)
Misi (mih-see) giant 
Pisyw (pih-seo) wildcat 

Jaguar
 

Cougar
 

Cheetah
 

Giraffe

Grey Wolf

Grizzly Bear

Domestic Pig

Emu

Hippopotamus

Common Eland -

Domestic Donkey

It is black 

long neck 

Open planes where animal runs 
It has stripes/pattern 

Wildcat

donkey, southern michif

donkey,ass,or mule, cree 

has a curved horn 
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 - okimâw-pisyw 
Okimâw (oo-gih-mow) chief/boss/king
Pisyw (pih-seo) wildcat 

- sîpihko-mostos 
Sîpihko (see-bweeh-goo) blue prefix
Mostos (mohs-tohs) bison/cow 

- maskwa (mus-kwuh) 

- kâ-masinâsot-ayikis 
Kâ-masinâsot ("muh-sin-ay-soo)
Ayikis (uh-yee-giss) frog 

- misi-piyêsis 
Misi (mih-see) big/large
Piyêsis (pee-yay-sees) bird 

- misi-wâpos-apisimosos 
Misi (mih-see) big/large 
Wâpos (waboos) rabit 
Apisimosos (up-see-moss-soos) deer 

- kâ-wâwêshêwiyow-piyêsis 
Kâ-wâwêshiwiyow (Kaa-wuh-way-sheeo-ee-oy)
Piyêsis (pee-yay-sees) bird 

     - paskwâw-sôsôwatim 
Paskwâw (pusk-wow) wildplains/desert prairie
Sôsôwatim (so-so-wah-tim) donkey 

- kâ-masinâsot mistatim 
Kâ-masinâsot (muh-sin-ay-soo)
Mistatim (miss-tuh-tim) horse 

- mahkêsis (muh-kay-sees) 

- kâ-kwaskwêtosot mihko-wâpos 
Kâ-kwaskwêtosot (Kaa-kwah-skway-too-soot)
Mihko (mee-koh) red prefix 
Wâpos (waa-boos) rabit 

- atihkiw / atihkwak (uh-tih-kwuk / uh-tih-gihk) 

- kâ-masinâsot-osoy-ocikomsis 
Kâ-masinâsot (muh-sin-ay-soo)
Osoy (ooh-soy) tail 
Ocihkomisîs (oo-tsih-koom-sis) 

Lion

Nilgai
 

Ostrich

Plains Zebra

Red Fox

Red Kangaroo

Persian Onager
 

Patagonian Mara

Reindeer

Ring-Tailed Lemur

Peafowl or Peacock
 

North American Black Bear

Oregon Spotted Frog

It has stripes/pattern 

raccoon

It has stripes/pattern

It has stripes/pattern 

singular / plural 

showy/fancy 

one who hops continuously 
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 - mâyatihk or waciw-mâyatihk 
Waciw (wuh-tseeo) mountain 
Mâyatihk (my-yuh-tihk) wild goat/sheep 

- kâ-wâwiyê-âskunet atihk 
kâ-wâwiyê-âskunet (kah-wah-wee-yay ahs-koon-ay)
atihk (uh-tihk) Caribou/ Antelope 

- Kâ-masinâsot misi-pisyw 
Kâ-masinâsot (muh-sin-ay-soo) It has stripes/pattern
Misi (mih-see) giant 
Pisyw (pih-seo) wildcat 

- Kâ-masinâsot apisci-apisimosos 
Kâ-masinâsot (muh-sin-ay-soo) It has stripes/pattern
Apisci (up-is-chee) little 
Apisimosos (up-see-moss-soos) deer 

- kona kâ-masinâsot misi-pisyw 
Kona (koo-nuh) snow 
Kâ-masinâsot (muh-sin-ay-soo) It has stripes/pattern
Misi (mih-see) giant 
Pisyw (pih-seo) wildcat 

- Wâpiskisiw mostos kâ-misi-oskihtân-êskan 

Wâpiskisew (waw-pisk-ih-siw) white/light adjective
Mostos (mohs-tohs) bison/cow 
Kâ-misi (kah mih-see) one who is large
Oskihtân(oos-kih-tahn) snout/nose Êskan (esk-ahn)
horn it has 

- Kâ-masinâsot Kamamak 
Kâ-masinâsot (muh-sin-ay-soo) It has stripes/pattern
Kamamak (kuh-mah-muk) butterfly 

- nipiy-wawaskêsiw 
Nipiy (nih-pee) water 
Wawaskêsiw (wawa-skay-seo) elk 

- kâ-masinâsot miskinâhk 
Kâ-masinâsot (muh-sin-ay-soo) It has stripes/pattern
miskinâhk (miss-kin-ahk) turtle 

         - wâpisk-osoy-apisimosos 
Wâpisk-osoy- (wah-pisk-oo-sooy) white-tail
Apisimosos (up-see-moss-soos) deer 

Sika Deer

Waterbuck
 

Siberian Tiger

Snow Leopard
 

White-Tailed Deer

Rocky Mountain Goat
 

Scimitar-Horned Oryx
 

Western Painted Turtle

Southern White Rhinoceros 

Taylor's Checkerspot Butterfly

He/she has a curved horn 

The white buffalo with a massive horn on its nose.
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Mihko- (mih-koh) 
- Mihkwâw(a) (mih-kwow) 

- Mihkosiw(ak) (mihk-oh-siw) 

 
- Wâpisk(i)/Wâpi (waw-pisk/wah-pih) 

- Wâpiskwâw(a) (waw-pih-skwow) 
- Wâpiskisiw(ak) (waw-pih-ski-siw) 

 
- kaskitêw- (kas-kih-tayw) 

- kaskitêwâw(a) (kas-kih-tay-wahw) 
- kaskitêsiw(ak) (kas-kih-tay-siw) 

 - Kihci (keets-eh) (Prenoun) 
- Misi (mih-see) (Prenoun) 

- Apisci (up-is-chee) (Prenoun) 
- A grammatical relative particle used to mean "the one who..." or "that has... 

- Kâ-masinâsot 

When animate (living) nouns are plural they will often end in the suffix ‘ak’, ‘ik’ or ‘wak’ if the
noun is derived from Cree. 
Inanimate plural nouns will often end with an ‘a’. 
Singular nouns do not have a specific suffix and if the noun is derived from French it will often
have an article ‘La’ or ‘Li’ before it, ‘Lii’ for plural. 

The Basic Rule 
Use -w for simple, standalone statements: "S/he is doing something."Use -t when the verb
follows pointer words like kâ- (who/that/which) or ê- (while/as). 
Example: kâ-masinâsot pisyw (The lynx that is striped.) 
masinâsow(S/he is striped.) 

Notes on Grammar 

Most Common Descriptive Words/ Prenouns 

Great Big, Important or Sacred
Big, Large
Little
Kâ
It has patterns (spots/stripes)
 
Black/ Dark in colour
Prefix Form
Inanimate form(s)
Animate form(s)
 
White/ Light incolour
Prefix Form
Inanimate form(s)
Animate form(s)
 
Red 
Prefix Form -
Inanimate form(s)
Animate form(s)
 

(Prenoun) 
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askihtako  (us-kee-tuh-koo)
- askihtakwâw(a)  (us-kee-tuhk-wahw)

- askihtaksiw(ak)  (us-kee-tuh-siw)

 Maskwa (mus-kwuh) 

- Piyêsis (pee-yay-sees) 

- Mostos (mohs-tohs) 

- Apisimosos (up-see-moss-soos) 

- Atim (uh-tim) 

- Wâpos (waa-boos) 

- Ocihkomisîs (oo-tsih-koom-sis) 

- Miskinâhk (miss-kin-ahk) 

- Pisyw (pih-seo) 

 
Sîpîhko (see-peeh-goo) 

- Sîpîhkowâw(a) (see-peeh-koh-wahw) 
- Sîpîhkosiw(ak) (see-peeh-koh-siw) 

Bear -

Bird

Bison/ Beast

Deer

Dog

Rabbit

Raccoon

Turtle

Wildcat

Blue/Green/Gray
Prefix Form -
Inanimate Form(s)
Animate Form(s) 

Green/ Raw Wood 
Prefix Form -
Inanimate Form(s)
Animate Form(s)
 

Common Animal Names 

Resources 
CreeColourLiteracy(See also Color Song on Youtube)
https://creeliteracy.org/2016/07/18/all-about-colours-in-cree/
 
Cree Language Resources 
https://www.creedictionary.com
https://itwewina.altlab.app/ https://creeliteracy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/01/a_dictionary_of_the_cree_language.pdf
https://nwtmetisnation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Cree-Language-Book.pdf
https://learncree.ca/hs/colours 
 
Michif language Resources 
https://www.rupertsland.org/teaching-learning/michif-language/michif-language-resources/
https://www.metisnation.ca/what-we-do/culture-heritage-and-language/language/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxyEhQuYoRs 

https://creeliteracy.org/2016/07/18/all-about-colours-in-cree/
https://www.creedictionary.com/
https://itwewina.altlab.app/
https://creeliteracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/a_dictionary_of_the_cree_language.pdf
https://creeliteracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/a_dictionary_of_the_cree_language.pdf
https://nwtmetisnation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Cree-Language-Book.pdf
https://learncree.ca/hs/colours
https://www.rupertsland.org/teaching-learning/michif-language/michif-language-resources/
https://www.metisnation.ca/what-we-do/culture-heritage-and-language/language/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxyEhQuYoRs
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